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NEXT ISSUE: 


Stick on stick action as Jack 
Staff meets Mister Punch 
- and the return of Zipper and 
his chums! 


Great News Inside For all our Readers! This is a phrase that would strike 
fear into the hearts of British comic readers of a certain age when they 
saw them on the front cover of their favourite comic. It was basically 
comic code for This Comic Is Going To Be Cancelled, and sure enough 
the following week your favourite comic would be merged into another 
comic with two or three strips carried over into the new title. Great news 
indeed. 


I’ve been getting a lot of questions about Burglar Bill lately. New readers 
start here: Burglar Bill was a comic | self-published 4 years ago which 
got as far as issue 3 but then came to a halt when the sales dropped to 
a point where | couldn’t afford to carry on printing it. Image took up the 
baton and starting again with issue 1 ran to issue 4 before sales reached 
a point where it really wasn’t worth carrying on. | should at this point 
make it clear that this was my decison - Image would have been pre- 
pared to carry on putting it out and then collect it in a trade, even though 
financially it wasn’t pulling its own weight. Image is great, but it just 
wasn’t working. 


And that’s how it’s been since the end of 2005. And | know readers have 
found that a bit frustrating, especially since some people have bought 
this comic twice over and it’s still not finished... 


So here’s what I’m going to do. Starting next issue of Jack Staff I’m go- 
ing to be running 7 or 8 page chunks of Burglar Bill, which will give me 
chance to conclude the story and then the whole thing can be collected in 
a single volume at a later date. It’s not an ideal solution but it’s one that 
makes a lot of sense to me. It’s certainly better than just putting out a 
book collection so everyone has to buy the book to find out how it ends! 


And now a short commercial break... 
BACK ISSUES 


Back issues are available direct from me - of the original black and white 
series, issues 3 - 7 and 9 - 11 are $2.95 US £1.80 UK. Issue 8 is $4.50 US 
£3.25 UK and issue 12 is $3.50 US £2.50 UK. Image issues 1 -4 are $2.95 
US £2.10 UK and issues 5 onwards are $3.50 US £2.50 UK. Prices are for 
single issues and US orders please add an extra $2.00 to the total to cover 
postage. All cheques payable to Paul Grist. 


ORIGINAL ART FOR SALE 


Single pages of the original black and white art for Jack Staff are 
available at £55UK $85US each. Prices include postage. Please list 
alternatives in case your first choice has already gone, or contact me 
by e-mail if you want to check and/or reserve a page. Pages from the 
original Dancing Elephant issues are available as well as the Image run! 
Cheques payable to Paul Grist. 


Dancing Elephant Press, P.0. Box 104, Highbridge, TA9 4WD, England. 


P.O, Box 104 Highbridge, TA9 4WD, England 


e-mail paulgrist1960@hotmail.co.uk 


Win an original Jack Staff drawing! Each issue I will select a Letter of the 
Month from those printed in the letters page and the writer of that letter 
will get an original drawing of a Jack Staff character. My choice. So send in 
those letters and drawings and you could be the envy of all your friends! 


Okay, some of these letters have been hanging round a while as the last few 
issues have been running a little long on the story, so let’s not waste any 
more time, and on with the show... 


Dear Paul, 


I'm a little confused here. Does this book star a guy named Jack Staff or not? 
Cause I never really see the union-suited guy from the covers and whatnot in 
the actual stories! I really, really think this book could be more comprehensive 
--ya know? Cause I don’t comprehend much of it! I know quality when I read 

it though, and you got it. By the way, the black and white middle part of this 
series? Down the crapper! ‘Kay? It’s black and white and after a few issues I 
stopped reading it at all. Boy you sure seem british, Grist! Do you read anything 
halfway American? Kapitan Krieg? What's A Krieg?? What universe does 

this series take place in? Are crossovers IMpossible?...or just not likely? How 
come you can do a color series, yet it’s bi-monthly or something? Usually don’t 
work like that, do it? Is Jack Staff a hero or a villain?!? Cause it says Britain's 
Greatest HE-RO on the cover, right? Not exactly what it says inside though, now 
is it? Oh well. Byet.... 


Andrew J Shaw 


No, no I think if you check the cover it says Britain’s Greatest Villain. I 
hope that clears up the confusion. 


Dear Mr. Grist 


It’s not very often that I write into comic letter pages, in fact this is the first time 
I've ever done it, but there is something about your comics that makes me feel I 
should take a moment and do so. 


I was introduced to your work through the first Kane volume put out by Image. 
It was mostly by accident, It had just come out and was laying on the Trade 
Paperback table waiting to be shelved, when I picked it up and started thumbing 
through it, I was on a ‘New Image’ kick at the time, stuff like Invincible, 
Firebreather and Noble Causes had got me looking at Image in a fresh light 

and so I impulsively picked up Kane: Greetings from New Eden looking for 
something new and fresh. 


That's exactly what I got, one of the best crime fiction comics I'd ever ran into. 
Your way writing style, of telling two stories at once, one in the past and one in 
the present, with the two being connected, revealing story points for the other 
as each progressed, was in a word, genius. I'd never seen anybody do that form 
of writing as well in all my days as a reader. When I made the jump to Jack 
Staff on the Everything Used to be Black and White trade I found more of that 
great literary device and more of your fantastic character design. From that 
point on you were on my ‘Creator Watch’ list. I pick up everything I can get my 
hands on, Jack Staff, Kane and Burglar Bill. From the writing to the art you've 
inspired me more in a handful of releases than many writers do in their entire 
career, I can't wait for more. 


Ihave a question though. What were your influences? With DC/Wildstorm’s 
upcoming Albion I noticed a few similarities between your characters and those 
being reintroduced there. Were these the kind of comics you were exposed 

to when younger? What about 2000 AD? The DC reprint line grabbed my 
attention recently and I've begun getting the regularly now. I can’t believe the 
wealth of UK based comics I’ve never been exposed to. American comics aren't 
a patch on some of these works, of which yours definitely stands side by side 
with. 


So thanks for all the great comic experiences you’ ve given me so far, and 
opening my eyes to the world of import works from Great Britain, You've 
definitely made my reading collection that more diverse. 


Your fan 


James Purcell 


Yes, a few of the supporting characters are loosely (some more loosely than 
others) based on British comic characters from the 1960's. At the time I 
started Jack Staff I figured that only a handful of comic readers would 
remember them, let alone care. How was I to know the great Brit revival was 
just around the corner? 


I don’t know how easy this would be to get hold of in the US but I’d recom- 
mend getting hold of a copy of a trade paperback published by Pannini (who 
are the Marvel comics publisher here in the UK), which collects the original 
Captain Britain series from 1976 — 77, written (initially) by Chris Claremont 
and drawn by Herb Trimpe and Fred Kida. This was the first comic strip 
produced by Marvel for the UK market and (as far as I know) has never 
been reprinted or collected in any form since. It has to be said that the story 
meanders a bit after Claremont goes but the art is great throughout and some 
of the Claremont episodes are terrific! British Superhero with a staff — that’s 
a great idea! And the comic was originally edited by Neil Tennant, and yes 
pop pickers, it is that Neil Tennant! 


Paul, 


Just wanted to send some appreciations to you for your consistently good and 
entertaining and exceptionally well-done comics. It was great to pick up Jack Staff 
this past Thursday (we had a holiday so books were a day late). Whenever I want 
to show someone how magical comics and sequential storytelling can be I try to 
show them something of yours. 


Thanks for bringing a little joy into my life every other month or so. 
Brian Juchems 
PS. 


The Kane tpb in the most recent previews collects the final single issues, right? 
Someone was trying to convince me that it was new material, but | don’t think 
that's the case. 


Kane book 6 Partners, out now, contains the last remaining uncollected issues 
of Kane, apart from issue 30 which didn’t really fit in with the stories and will 
now form the basis of an all-new Kane story which will probably be called 
Previous. 


Dear Jack Staff: 

Boy, there is a lot of things going on with Jack Staff #10! The story opens up like 
‘The DaVinci Code as the collector of antiques is introduced. Then action begins 
as the gun totin’ thief does his thievery at a jewelery store that is across the street 
from the police station. Talk about unnerving! Then here comes Nostradamus... 
well, I mean Morlan the Mystic. Morlan was a bit of Nostradamus combined 
with Rasputin, Morlan had John Smith confused with his prophesies and the 
simplicity of not buying eggs seems outrageous to John Smith, but I suppose John 
Smith needs to listen to this mysterious man! Buy those eggs John and pay the 
consequences! 


Sincerely yours, 


Paul Dale Roberts, Jazma Operative 
www. jazmaonline.com 


And let’s finish as we started with another one from Mr Confused USA, with 
his comments on issue 12: 


Dear Paul Grist, 


I'm more confused by this book than ever! I think you're a good writer, funny 
even. But Jack Staff, who - wonder of wonders - actually appeared in this issue, 
is really just a ripoff anyway; anyone who's seen his costume will know that. The 
artwork is okay, but if the story is confusing and not entertaining enough, then 
COME ON! Why doesn’t this take place in the Image Universe anyway?! My ad- 
vice is to meet with Erik Larsen--you know, your colorist??--and make something 
more practical and real out of this book! Cause I'm done. That's it. Hasta la vista, 
Grist-y! 


Sincerely, 

Andrew J. Shaw 

It’s as much as I can do to stop Erik from colouring Jack Staff green. You'll 
be pleased to know that there are plans for an appearance of Jack Staff in the 


pages of Savage Dragon later this year. And for your insightful comments 
consider yourself the winner of this months drawing, this time of John Smith! 


Next month should see the appearance of the Weird World of Jack Staff, 
featuring a revised and expanded version of the strip that ran in Comics 
International, and then a month later Jack Staff 14 — featuring the return of 
Calendar Girl Lynda Jones! 
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@. This May, Robert Kirkman brings you his exciting new creation: 


i EPASTOUN DN GANVORE SVAN 


featuring art by Jason Howard, bi-monthly from Image Comics! 
And be sure to get the first issue for FREE on Free Comic Book Day 2007! 


